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SOUNDS OF JAZZ BIG BAND

I

The Sounds of Jazz Big Band was created in 1996 by Dave Hallam, a fine Kingston saxophone musician and long time Kingston Musicians Union (local 518) member who was an
enthusiastic fan and promoter of big band jazz. From the very beginning the band was
made up of sixteen talented, highly capable musicians - some young and some more experienced which 'fed off each other.’ David Hallam amassed a challenging library of big band
charts written by some of the finest composers and arrangers in North America. Over the
past years the band has been a vital part of the summer music series presented in Kingston
area parks and downtown venues as well as playing for private functions and weddings.
In 2008 David Hallam unfortunately had to retire from the Kingston music scene for medical reasons. At this point David Smith, then retired from Queen's University faculties of
Music and Education and a charter member of the Sounds of Jazz, took over the reins of
the band. He has continued since that time to lead and coach, and continue to promote big
band music which David Hallam had begun eighteen years before.
Most of the band members to this day have been conscientious and loyal to Dave Hallam's
ideals in that they have met for rehearsals throughout the year on a regular basis, sharing
in their enthusiasm and love of big band jazz. Some of the musicians from those early days
are still with the band! The band has seen many of its former members go on to full-time
music careers as performers arrangers, and teachers.
Today, still under the leadership of David Smith, the Sounds of Jazz Big Band continues to
entertain its many loyal, enthusiastic supporters at Kingston summer concerts at the Lions
Civic Gardens, Downtown Kingston and Gananoque. These events are made possible
through the support of local sponsors and the Canadian Federation of Musicians' Music
Performance Trust Fund. For more information about the band, contact David Smith, Leader: dsmith@kos.net.

Did you know?
Work Dues are paid by members
for each job performed under a
union contract. These funds stay
with our local, and constitute a
source of the local’s income. The
more Local 518 members file contracts and pay work dues, the
better we are able to serve our
members and grow.
Work dues = 3% of scale wages on
every job for which you file a contract. For example, if you play a job
for which you are paid $70 scale (2
hours @ $35/hour), work dues =70
x .03, or $2.10. If you are paid
above the scale rate, you still pay
$2.10 in work dues. For MPTFsponsored jobs, work dues = 5% of
scale. In this case we send 2.5% of
those work dues to CFM head
office, because MPTF funds come
from the Federation.
So please help your Local by filing a
contract for each job. But also keep
in mind, the primary beneficiary of
filing a contract is you, the working
musician, as a contract empowers
you to negotiate a pension contribution and offers legal protection
from unscrupulous employers.

Born 1928 in Peterborough Ontario, RICHARD (DICK) BALDWIN 86, of Kingston passed away peacefully in the early hours
of July 17th at the KGH with his family by his side. Dick was a member of The Musicians’ Union for 70 years with sixteen of
those years as Secretary Treasurer of AF of M Local 518 Kingston. He played all over North America and Europe while serving in the Canadian Armed Forces Vimy Band. This included official performances for the Royal Family, Charles De
Gaulle, The Kennedys, Pierre Trudeau, and Brian Mulroney. He played at the World’s Fair in Seattle, Expo 67 in Montreal
and at the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto. He did a tour with Vera Lynn in London, England. Other tours included concerts in Germany, Paris France, and at The Palace of Versailles in France where Mozart had once performed as
a child. Other official concert duties were in Holland, including one at the world famous Concertgebouw concert hall in
Amsterdam.

I always found Dick to be honest and fair in any local dealings I ever had with him. He was my idea of what a good
secretary should be. He went through some difficult times with various issues that would from time to time come up,
always seeing them through. For sure he had the best interest of the local at heart and will be missed by all of us!!

President’s Message
I am saddened to say that we have lost a highly knowledgeable and
loyal member of the musicians’ union. When I was first elected as
President, Dick said to me... the first thing you should do is memorize
the Constitution. Well, I don’t have that great a memory; however, I
do have a telephone and a car. Dick gave me sound advice many
times either on the phone or in person .
I will surely miss him as a friend and a mentor.

GOD bless you Dick

Gene Richard
President KMU
Dick & Gene, Feb 2014

Vimy Band Era

I first saw Dick perform when I was 8 in 1970, when
The Vimy Band came to my school 'Polson Park' to
put on an afternoon show. They still wore their
bright red Vimy Band tunics back then which was a
more impressive sight than the later generic green
uniforms the band was made to wear. When the
band was packing up their instruments afterwards I
spotted the drummer carrying out the large concert
bass drum and he gave me a quick wink on the way
out.
Two years later that same drummer was giving me
my first drum lessons at Sharp and Flat Music
which for those who will remember was at The
Frontenac Mall. I would continue taking drum lessons from Dick there, and later at his home for another 11 years.

Dick & Charlie Simms, xylophone
Retrospectives thanks to Dick’s daughter Janet, Gary Barratt, Bill Deacon,
Taylor Donaldson, Sue Moore, Gene Richard, Ed Thompson
Photos: Gary Barratt

Through music Dick Baldwin was one of the truest
and longest lasting friends I have ever known. Always a true gentleman and mentor in music to myself and also a friend to my family. When my brother
Melvin - who also took lessons from him for two
years - was killed in a car crash 1976, Dick was
there at my side at the wake.
He arranged my first union gig with Maurice Dubin
who was then the president of The Kingston Musician's Union, in 1978. He also got me my first gigs
on The Island Queen at age 16 with Rick Fondell,
another former Local 518 president.
He looked out for me over the years, often helping
me as a drummer. And especially when he was
Secretary Treasurer of the Union he would go out of
his way to sort out any issues and frequently helped
find me a gig.
A good man until the end!

From the Secretary’s Desk…..
Summer Concerts
As we begin another summer season of park concerts, I am
pleased to report that a wide representation of KMU musicians are participating in the programme and that many of
these groups are finding a proportion of their own sponsorship support. This year one of the greatest challenges we have
had to confront is a deep cut in funding from the Music Performance Trust Fund. To maintain the sustainability of the
fund for future years, AFM management has developed a new
funding formula that more heavily takes into account a local’s
per capita contribution. Funding to the smaller locals has been
most drastically reduced. This year’s KMU funding was reduced to $1691; this is $4200 short of our usual allocation. I
was able to prevail (partially) when I protested loudly about
the last minute shortfall. However, the honeymoon is over
and we must come up with a plan for a future that does not
rely as heavily on funding from this organization. Kingston
and Gananoque already contribute funds, as does the Royale
and other city business sponsors. We are exploring new avenues of business support. And we strongly encourage groups
to develop a network of sponsors for themselves to help run
this kind of program in the future.
Cancer Clinic
The Cancer Clinic concerts finished up at the end of May. At
that time, the hospital decided to reorganize the concert
space and all the performances booked for June were cancelled until further notice. I will be touching base with the
organizers before the summer is over to see if we can get this
concert series up and running again for the fall.
Local Finances
Financially, the situation continues to improve for the local;
however, we are still carrying debts and we need to develop a
financial plan that will ensure the local’s longevity. Before I
leave this job I would like to see the debts paid off in full, and
a plan in place that will secure the local’s financial future.

Sue Moore
Contracts and Pension contributions
I would like to encourage members to file contracts. This ensures
that the agreements made between the engager and the performers will be honoured; but more importantly it gives you (the
performer) a chance to negotiate a pension with the contract.
Pensions can start as low as 3% and go up to the current maximum contribution of 18%. We also have a new contract for
teachers that enables them to make pension contributions. This
can be found on the website members’ page.
password: kingstonmusic
Website
The revamped website is up and running. The address is
www.kingstonmusicians.org . This site has been designed by
Paul Clifford. If you have anything to add to the site or suggestions please contact the office. Many thanks to Paul for doing
this.
Office Hours
As you are aware, I have tried to keep an open door with communication. I will continue to do this; however, the office will be
closed from August 15th- September 8th. I will only be answering
emails during that time. If you have an urgent matter please call
the Canadian office 1 800 463 6333.
Facebook Page
We have a facebook page: www.facebook.com/
kingstonmusicians
Your contributions can be sent to the office and I will do my best
to get them posted.

“Successful musicians invest in themselves…. think of the Jam Festival as an
investment in yourself.” So believes
David Wreggitt, organizer of Kingston’s
first Jam Festival. Jamfest 2014 includes a blend of open stage format
and assigned stage time slots, with
both professionals and amateurs jam-

ming together under one roof. It is an
opportunity for musicians to network
with peers & local businesses, and to
perform before a live audience. With all
acts under one roof, audience and musicians will be able to see every
performer.
The cost to put this ambitious festival

together will be funded by musicians

for musicians. To cover the multiple
costs involved, each participant (and
audience member) will be charged a
modest $10.00 fee. Chosen performers will be professionally recorded and videotaped
to be made available as promotion material. There will also be fundraising for Joe’s
Musicians Instrument Lending Library (M.I.L.L.) and Martha’s Table (food donations).
The Kingston Musicians’ Union has been invited to talk about the benefits of being a
member of the Canadian Federation of Musicians and we have asked for representation

from our head office.
An all-day event (from noon on)… open to all musicians and the general public. Local
businesses will be enticed to attend with promo tickets. Exciting door prizes every ½
hour, plus a grand finale prize worth $800! And so much more… See the event’s comprehensive website: http://www.kingstonjamfestival.com/ .

Membership update

Kingston Business Rep
Congratulations to Alex Voros, KMU’s new
Kingston business rep. Alex retired to the area
a year and a half ago, and is excited to be living here permanently after having vacationed
in the area for the past forty summers. Previously a Local 149 (Toronto) member for 45
years (bass trombone, euphonium), Alex also
brings 35 years’ experience as a music educator. This summer he plans to
attend as many of the summer concerts as possible to meet as many of
the local musicians he can. Alex is a staunch supporter of organized labour for musicians, believing that this is the best way to secure fair wages and working conditions for performers. He will be taking his message
into as many performing venues as possible. Feel free to contact Alex
with your ideas, questions or concerns: apvoros@gmail.com.

Tariff of Fees Update
The modified version will go before the executive for approval at their
next meeting. At that time we will post the approved version on the
KMU website and you will be invited to share your comments and suggestions . A general meeting will be scheduled for sometime in October.

New:
Edward Gordon: Electric Guitar,
Dylan Ireland: Lead Vocals, Guitar and
Drums
Alex Leggett: Guitar, Keyboard,
Kyoko Ogoda: Marimba, Japanese
Taiko Drum, Piano
Melissa Payne: Fiddle, Guitar
Glen Tooth: Flute
Transferred:
James Beck: Trombone (Toronto, Local
149)
Duncan Cooper: Piano, Organ, Vocals,
Synthesizer (Hamilton, Local 293)
Joseph Soussan: Trombone, Vocal,
piano (Montreal, Local 406)
Lisa Szeker-Madden: Recorder, Clarinet, Piano Arranger (Local 247, Victoria
BC)
At last per capita count, membership
was 230, an increase in membership of
5% since December 2013

Check out our Facebook page: Kingston

Musicians’ Union

Local Summer Concert Schedule
see www.kingstonmusicians.org

Volunteers needed
Business Rep for
Belleville
Website manager
Facebook page administrator
Contact the office

We now can accept credit card
payments, and debit payments
through PayPal. Call the office for
details.

Orchestre Symphonique de
Quebec has announced a national audition for ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL CELLO on Sunday,
September 14th 2014.
For application & audition details, go to http://
www.osq.org/fr/a-propos/
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